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In French lessons, we can Be Brave, Be Bright and Be You by… 

 

 Be Brave 
 Participating in speaking and listening activities (games, songs and conversations).  

 Practising new vocabulary using the correct pronunciation 

 

 

 Be Bright 
 Learning keywords and phrases linked to different topics.  

 Using words and phrases to translate sentences and passages.  

 Writing sentences using the vocabulary you have learnt. 

 

 

 Be You 
 Responding to French questions showing preferences, opinions, likes and dislikes.   
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““Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an 

opening to other cultures. A high-quality languages education should foster 

pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of the world.” (National 

Curriculum 2014) 

 

At Monkwray Junior School, French is taught in accordance with the Languages Programme of Study 

set out in the National Curriculum.  

Intent 

The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources  

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 

they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the 

accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation  

 can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical 

structures that they have learnt  

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Almost all of the pupils attending our school are from a White British heritage and often lack 
experiences of meeting people from other cultures. Learning a language is a way of 
broadening children’s experiences and their horizons; builds cultural capital; and it provides 
them with the necessary foundations to build on and succeed in their secondary education. 
Whilst building cultural capital, language learning also makes children more sympathetic 
and empathetic to other cultures. Through speaking and learning activities, children are 
taught and practise key transferable skills which are needed to be an educated, active 
citizen:  

 Listen 

 Take Turns 

 Speak Clearly 

 Give Opinions 

 Respect the opinions of others 

Through our languages curriculum, we aim to encourage and foster curiosity about 
language, how language works and explore the similarities and differences between French 
and English. By learning a language, we want children to develop their transferable speaking 
and listening skills, which can be applied to all areas of the curriculum. We want children to 
develop the understanding of what they hear and read, and have an ability to express 
themselves in speech and writing. Studying another language allows children to develop 
their cultural awareness and deepen their understanding of the world. We want the 
children to engage with and enjoy their learning using songs, stories, games and ICT.  
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At Monkwray Junior School, we follow a coherently planned curriculum which incorporates 

the key elements of language learning: phonology, grammar and vocabulary. At each stage 

prior knowledge is identified and built on, allowing children to recall from their long term 

memory and make substantial progress in learning one language.  

Language learning also makes a significant contribution to Spiritual, Moral, Social and 

Cultural Development at Monkwray Junior School.  

Spiritual Development:  

 Children are reflective on their own beliefs and perspectives and their knowledge of 

and respect for different people’s faiths, feelings and values.  

 Language learnings creates a sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about 

others and the world around them.  

 

Social Development: 

 Children learn the importance of working with and listening to others.  

 They learn to cooperate when working as part of a group.  

 

Cultural Development:  

 Children understand and appreciate a range of cultures.  

 Show respect for cultural diversity.  

 Learning about different countries and cultures helps them to learn more about their 

own culture by reflection.  

Implementation 

How is French taught at Monkwray Junior School?  

French is taught at our school by the class teacher in a 30/40 minute session followed by 

shorter revisiting/recalling sessions throughout the week.  

Teachers plan lessons using support materials from ‘The Complete Course in Primary 

French’ which was developed by language specialists at Monkseaton Language College.  

Children access and practise new vocabulary using songs, videos and games to maximise 

their enjoyment and allow children to retain their knowledge. Children are given 

opportunities to work collaboratively and independently. Our curriculum is organised so 

that the children build up vocabulary and confidence through speaking and listening to 

reading and writing. Learning is revisited and built upon. Alongside the topics and topic-

related vocabulary, high frequency words, grammar and phonics are also taught and built 

up. ICT is built into sessions, allowing children to make use of voice recorders and cameras 
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to record their speaking and listening activities. All children are given support materials to 

access during their learning. Key vocabulary is accessible through their ipads. Children are 

given plenty of thinking and talking time during their sessions.  

Written activities are recorded in children’s French books, which are passed on throughout 

KS2.  

We also use the online tool of Language Nut which allows children to recall the vocabulary 

they have learnt and practise this through a range of speaking, listening, reading and writing 

activities.  

 

Assessment  

Throughout a unit, particularly in speaking and listening activities, children are given instant 

feedback in their French lessons. They are asked to show their understanding through role 

play, recall activities and the use of ShowMe. Throughout a unit, teachers record any 

children who may have needed extra support and those who have stood out, accessing work 

more independently and going beyond the expectations.  

Self assessment is vital as it helps learners identify where they are in their learning and what 

they could do to improve. Children use traffic light colours to self-assess their newly 

acquired language skills throughout and at the end of a unit using their French Language 

Passport on their Showbie accounts. This will be built up on throughout their teaching in Key 

Stage 2.  

 

Impact 

The impact of our languages curriculum will be seen through our pupils who are engaged in 

their language learning, and have developed confidence in all elements of speaking, 

listening, reading and writing. Children will transfer to KS3 effectively and successfully and 

will be well prepared to continue and develop their language skills. 

 

As subject leader for French, I will support colleagues in planning collaboratively, providing a 

well-thought-out, rigorous long-term plan which provides children with opportunities to 

regularly revisit and build on prior knowledge in order for them to gain a solid 

understanding of the French language. For monitoring, I will regularly speak to children, 

allowing them to share their work and demonstrate their knowledge through discussion and 

celebration in assemblies, display and Class Dojo. 
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Monitoring and review 

To ensure that the children of Monkwray Junior School receive quality French teaching and 

learning, as subject leader I will regularly conduct learning walks, interview children, 

complete book looks and hold discussions and meetings with teachers.  

Monitoring timetable for 2021/2022 

Focus area  Task and Date 
Build up of knowledge and 
language skills –  
 
To ensure that vocabulary is 
built on through speaking, 
listening, reading and writing 
and work is recorded 
appropriately, using ICT.  
 
Staff confidence and subject 
knowledge –  
To support staff in 
collaborative planning, 
resource sharing and help 
with pronunciation.  
 
Assessment –  
To use formative, summative 
and self-assessment 
assessment effectively in 
French. 

 WB 27.9.21 Collaborative planning staff meeting  

 WB 8.11.21 Learning Walk and Book Look  

 WB 13.12.21 Monitor assessment documents 

 WB 10.1.22 Collaborative planning session for those 
new to teaching French this term.  

 WB 24.1.22 Pupil Interviews  

 WB 19.4.22 Monitor assessment documents 
 WB 25.4.22 Book Look/Ipad 

 WB 11.7.22 Monitor assessment document  

 4.7.22 Review action plan and set new targets  

 4.7.22 Ensure skills coverage  

 4.7.22 Complete audit 

 

Signed 

 

Date 

 

 

Appendix 1- Whole School Journey of French 

Appendix 2- Sequence/progression of French 

Appendix 3- Action Plan 


