
1 
 

“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  

 

 

Music Policy 
Approved by Pamela Telford 

Name: Stacey Lamb 

Position: Subject lead 

Signed:  

Date: September 2021 

Proposed review date: September 2022 

 

Be Brave 

 Be brave enough to try new instruments and play these in class.  

 Be brave enough to express your views on different types of music.  

 Be brave enough to perform in front of a group of people.   

 Be brave enough to participate in practical activities.    

 

Be Bright 

 Always try to improve your music skills.  

 Always use the techniques taught to help you when you find playing or 

performing tricky.  

 Use your performance skills in other areas of the curriculum to enhance your 

confidence.  

 Use your skills to widen your understanding of musical genres.  

 

Be You 

 Use music to find out what style of music best suits you and your personality.  

 Learn how music can help you express yourself.  

 Know what music and instruments you are interested in.  

 Know what your strengths and areas for development are in music.  
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Intent 

At Monkwray, music should be an enjoyable experience for pupils. A balanced music 

curriculum enables the children to develop their musical creativity through practical 

and exploratory opportunities to develop as performers, song makers, composers, 

improvisers and listeners. Music a powerful, unique form of communication that can 

change the way pupils feel, think and act. It gives a wider view in to different 

cultures, abilities and generations. Listening to and making music fulfils an instinctive 

human need for self-expression and creativity. It stimulates responses both on 

emotional and intellectual levels. Music can be a lifelong source of pleasure and is 

education for life. It allows pupils permission to share their thoughts and feelings.  

 
Through deliberate practice, children become fluent in their knowledge of music. As 

they move through school, the children will develop an increased understanding of 

the history of music, learning about music across a range of historical periods, 

genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 

musicians. Music promotes diversity and is used to express the children’s personal, 

emotional, social and cultural identity. Children not only learn about music but they 

will develop a love of music, becoming musicians who are able to share and perform 

using their new knowledge. 

 
Our aims at Monkwray is to encourage all pupils to: 

 develop musical skills and concepts through listening, appraising, performing 
and composing.  

 

 develop social skills through co-operation with others in the shared 
experience of music making.  

 

 develop an understanding of musical traditions and developments in a variety 
of cultures.  

 

 be motivated to enjoy and succeed in music  
 

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all pupils:  

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical 

periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great 

composers and musicians  

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their 

own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use 

technology appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next 

level of musical excellence  

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 

including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, 

tempo, timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations. 
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During music sessions children will participate in a range of musical experiences, 

building up their confidence at the same time. They will develop their understanding 

of rhythm and pitch and learn how music is structured, as well as learning technical 

vocabulary for these elements. As children’s confidence builds, they enjoy the 

performance aspect of music. Children experience listening to music from different 

cultures and eras. 

 

Due to the area in which Monkwray Junior School is situated, pupils do not get the 

opportunity to observe live performances, music from other cultures or have 

opportunities to access instrumental sessions. Within our catchment area there are 

areas among the 10% most deprived areas in England so we as a school need to 

ensure that all children have access to a range of musical opportunities.  

 

Pupils can often have limited experience of a range of musical genres which need to 

be explored further to develop their awareness and understanding. Due many 

Copeland residents living in rural areas, there are not many opportunities for pupils 

to experience music outside of their household which can limit their understanding of 

music from the wider world. Through having the opportunity to be exposed to a wider 

range of musical experiences, children will be able to make their own choices and 

express their own views.  

 

Implementation 

 

Music at Monkwray is taught as a discrete subject but also across the curriculum. 

Areas of learning such as religions and festivals in RE, periods in history, vocabulary 

in languages and movement in dance can all incorporate different elements of music.  

 

Our music curriculum is progressive with each year group building on the prior year’s 

knowledge. All year groups will touch on the main areas of music to develop our 

spiral curriculum. History of music is completed in chronological order to ensure 

children can build upon their knowledge. Each year group has a list of vocabulary 

and a curriculum document clearly outlining the music curriculum  

 

Weekly singing assemblies allow the children the opportunities to develop their 

singing skills and gain an understanding of how ensembles work. This is also visited 

within their discrete music lessons to embed the knowledge and understanding. 

Performances, such as Christmas plays and nativities and end of year shows, 

demonstrate that music is important to the life of the school.  
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Pupils in years 4, 5 and 6 will access whole class instrumental tuition from First 

Access Music ensuring that children have the opportunity to try tuned instruments. 

All children will have access to percussion instruments and the use of apps such as 

GarageBand to create and record music. Pupils will have the opportunity to 

demonstrate their musical talent through performances and compositions. They will 

have the chance to work individually, in groups or as a whole class.  

 

We use the music scheme, Charanga. This scheme allows for the interrelated 

dimensions of music to weave through musical units and encourage the 

development of musical knowledge and skills. Children build their knowledge and 

capabilities of listening and appraising, understanding different musical activities and 

performance. At the beginning of each unit, children have the opportunity to 

demonstrate prior knowledge including connected knowledge. 

 

We teach a balanced curriculum that is built upon throughout the year and year on 

year. This helps to develop the knowledge and skills required to secure children’s 

ability and understanding of music. Children have opportunities to recall their musical 

knowledge and skills and demonstrate their abilities through performance 

 

 To ensure equal opportunities in music: 
  

 We aim to give every pupil the opportunity to enjoy a variety of musical 
activities.  

 
 Staff will create an environment that challenges stereotypes and supports 

the appreciation of other cultures.  
 
 All pupils will have an equal opportunity to reach their full potential across 

the music curriculum regardless of their race, gender, cultural background 
or special needs.  

 

 

Substantive and disciplinary knowledge in music. 

Substantive knowledge in music is based on the developing knowledge of the eight 

interrelated dimensions of music. All musical learning is built around the interrelated 

dimensions of music.  

Interrelated Dimensions of Music 

1. Pitch 2. Duration 3. Dynamics 4. Tempo 

5. Timbre 6. Texture 7. Structure 8. Notation 
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Substantive knowledge focuses on developing children’s skills and knowledge 

required for them to develop as musicians. This is achieved through deliberate 

practice and allows children to develop and demonstrate fluency of knowledge. It 

involves learning about music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and 

traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians. Disciplinary 

knowledge in music is the interpretation on the interrelated dimensions of music and 

how this knowledge is used when singing, playing instruments, improvising and 

composing, to develop creative and original pieces and performances. Children work 

independently and collaboratively to interpret and combine the dimensions of music 

to create a specific and desired effect 

 

Impact 

Whilst at Monkwray School, children have access to a varied programme, which 

allows students to discover areas of strength, as well as areas they might like to 

improve upon. Music enables pupils to access fundamental abilities such as: 

achievement, self-confidence, interaction with and awareness of others, and self-

reflection. Music will also develop an understanding of culture and history, both in 

relation to students individually, as well as ethnicities from across the world. 

Children are able to enjoy music, in as many ways as they choose- either as 

listener, creator or performer. They can dissect music and comprehend its parts. 

They can sing and feel a pulse. They have an understanding of how to further 

develop skills less known to them. 

 

The impact of teaching music will be seen across the school with an increase in the 

profile of music. Whole-school engagement will be improved through performances 

and opportunities suggested in lessons/overviews for wider learning. Participation in 

music develops wellbeing, promotes listening and develops concentration. We want 

to ensure that music is loved by teachers and pupils across school, encouraging 

them to want to continue building on this wealth of musical ability, now and in the 

future. As the pupils move through the school, skills are built upon to ensure pupils 

are exposed to more complicated ideas over time. Skills and knowledge are revisited 

to ensure the pupils are developing their understanding and making links between 

musical dimensions.  

 

Through the music curriculum and enrichment activities such as visitors, live music 

and workshops, children will widen their understanding of different forms of music. 

They will then use these experiences to express their own views and to develop 

their skills as a musician.  

 

Ongoing musical learning includes building on the children’s prior knowledge to 

develop new knowledge about how they can improve their skills in listening and 
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appraising, musical activities, singing, playing, improvising and composing, and 

performing. During music lessons and through recalls, assessments are made 

focusing on the content and performance. Learning is digitally recorded or recorded 

in music books when appropriate. Assessment is used through observation, 

discussions or recorded work on a regular basis to demonstrate connected 

knowledge in the long term memory and to identify any misconceptions which the 

children may have. These can then be addressed immediately.  

 

Monitoring and review 

The subject co-ordinator will monitor the implementation of the policy, curriculum 
coverage and assessment documents. Reviews will take place regularly and can be 
found in the action plan in appendix 4.  
 

 

What pupils say about music at Monkwray 

“I like music because I like learning different instruments and there isn’t any other 

subject like it.” 

 

“I like that we get to work in groups and make our own music.” 

 

“I enjoy the creativity that we get when working in music.” 

 

“Music is an original lesson and I like to learn different rhythmic patterns and I am 

always happy by the end of our music lessons.” 

 

 

Signed 

 

Date 

 

 

Appendix 1 – Progression of music 

Appendix 2 – Whole school vocabulary progression 

Appendix 3 – Whole school history of music progression 

Appendix 4 – Action Plan 


