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In R.E, we can Be Brave, Be Bright and Be You by… 

 Be Brave 

 
 Contributing to discussions 
 Sharing personal ideas, thoughts and beliefs 
 Asking deeper questions 

 

 Be Bright 
 Learning and recalling facts about different religions.  
 Gaining a deeper understanding of the religions and non-religious world views we 

study.  
 Learning, remembering and applying new vocabulary in discussions and written 

work.  
 Linking, comparing and contrasting experiences, beliefs and traditions of different 

religions.  
 

 Be You 
 Reflecting on your own beliefs, traditions and experiences 

 Exploring own thoughts on key themes such as forgiveness, belonging, commitment 

etc 
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“RE is key to helping young people grow up in today’s multi-faith, diverse and 

connected world.” (Cumbria Agreed Syllabus) 

At Monkwray Junior School, Religious Education is taught in accordance with 

the local agreed syllabus.  

Intent 

Aims of Religious Education, according to the Cumbria Agreed Syllabus 

The aims of RE are to enable young people to be: 

A. INFORMED - Know about and understand a range of religions and worldviews, so that 
they can: 

• describe, explain and analyse beliefs and practices, recognising the diversity which exists 
within and between communities and amongst individuals; 

• identify, investigate and respond to questions posed, and responses offered by some of 
the sources of wisdom found in religions and worldviews; 

• appreciate and appraise the nature, significance and impact of different ways of life and 
ways of expressing meaning. 

B. EXPRESSIVE Express ideas and insights about the nature, significance and impact of 
religions and worldviews, so that they can: 

• explain reasonably their ideas about how beliefs, practices and forms of expression 
influence individuals and communities; 

• express with increasing discernment their personal reflections and critical responses to 
questions and teachings about identity, diversity, meaning and value, including spiritual and 
ethical issues 

• appreciate and appraise varied dimensions of religion or a worldview 

C. ENQUIRING AND REFLECTIVE Gain and deploy the skills needed to engage seriously with 
religions and worldviews, so that they can: 

• investigate key concepts and questions of belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, 
responding creatively; 

• enquire into what enables different individuals and communities to live together 
respectfully for the wellbeing of all; 

• articulate beliefs, values and commitments clearly in order to explain why they may be 
important in their own and other’s lives. 
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At Monkwray Junior School, Religious Education matters more than ever as we aim to 
prepare our children for life in multicultural, modern Britain. Almost all of the pupils 
attending our school are from a White British heritage and often lack experiences of 
meeting people from other cultures and religions. Children start our school with very limited 
knowledge, understanding and experience of religions and worldviews or their limited 
knowledge can include misconceptions. Through the teaching of RE, PSHEE, History and 
Geography, we teach our children so that they understand who they are and their own 
roots thus enabling them to feel confident to learn about, understand and encounter people 
who are different from them. We believe that rich learning experiences provide cultural 
capital and personal enrichment.  

Through our Curriculum, we provide opportunities for children to: 

o Develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other 
principal religions represented in Britain (Islam and Hinduism) 

o Explore issues within, and between, faiths to encourage children to 
respect different religions, traditions and non-religious worldviews. 

o Develop a positive attitude towards other people regardless of their 
gender, race, religion, physical or sensory disability. 

o Develop the skills to live harmoniously within a diverse society. 
o Respect the right of people to hold beliefs which are different from their 

own. 
o Prepare them for life as tolerant citizens 
o To work out how to live a good life.  
o Make sense of their own place in the diverse world.  
o Develop their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development 

Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 

RE plays a key role in the promotion of spiritual, moral, social and cultural development in 
school.  

RE contributes to the spiritual development of pupils by: 

 exploring powerful questions of meaning and truth; 

 understanding the importance of feelings, emotions and experiences in religious 
belief and practice; 

  considering the value, purpose and dignity of human beings;  

 reflecting on who and what matters in life in order to develop their own views and 
ideas on religious and spiritual issues;  

 considering how religions and beliefs express key ideas and experiences 

RE contributes to the moral development of pupils by: 

 reflecting on key values and ethics within religions and beliefs; 

 considering influences on moral choices and ethical decision making; 
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 reflecting on what is of ultimate value to pupils and believers through studying the 
key beliefs and teachings from religion and philosophy on values and ethical codes of 
practice; 

 considering the importance of rights and responsibilities and developing a sense of 
conscience and responsibility 

 RE contributes to the social development of pupils by:  

 studying a range of social issues from religious perspectives, recognising diversity of 
viewpoint within and between religions, as well as common ground between them; 

 reflecting on how religions and beliefs lead to particular actions and concerns. 

RE contributes to the cultural development of pupils by:  

 promoting cultural understanding from a religious perspective through encounters 
with people, literature, the arts and resources from differing cultures; 

 considering the relationship between religion and cultures and how religious beliefs 
contribute to cultural identity and practices;  

 promoting inter-cultural understanding by encouraging pupils to question their own 
cultural pre-suppositions 

 

Implementation 

How is RE taught at Monkwray Junior School?  

At Monkwray Junior School, RE is taught weekly in a discrete lesson which lasts at least one 

hour. Throughout Key Stage 2, our children will develop a deeper understanding of religion 

through systematic units focusing on Christianity, Islam and Hinduism. There are also 

opportunities to identify, compare and make connections through the exploration of key 

concepts and themes. Where appropriate, children will be introduced to non-religious 

worldviews and other world religions.  

Our Curriculum is ordered to allow build up of knowledge and specialist vocabulary which 

will be revisited and built on. Christianity is studied in all four year groups, whilst Islam is 

taught in more depth in Year 4 and 6 and Hinduism in Year 3 and 5. We have chosen Islam 

and Hinduism as our chosen religions because they are two of the religions which have the 

highest representations in our county of Cumbria.  

Learning is revisited in all year groups, allowing children to recall and retrieve knowledge. 

Knowledge and concepts are developed by introducing children to the special places, rituals, 

books and people in lower key stage 2 then building on to learning about lifestyles, charity, 

sacrifice and responses to issues in upper key stage 2. It is important that children learn 

about the diversity that exists within these religions so accurate representations and 

experiences are presented and experienced by children.  
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Teachers follow the long-term planning which has incorporated the suggested learning 

experiences from the Cumbria Agreed Syllabus. Key festivals and celebrations have also 

been included to ensure that children study these times where relevant. Vocabulary and 

concepts are highlighted as well as enquiry questions that could form the basis of an end of 

unit assessment/project.  

In lessons, teachers promote discussion, encouraging children to make connections and 

explore their own ideas, beliefs and experiences. Through Philosophy for Children sessions, 

we teach children how to disagree respectfully, therefore allowing them to form and voice 

their own opinions and ultimately worldviews.  

Celebrations, themes and concepts are also revisited during collective worship.  

Linking teaching to pupils’ own lives and experiences is particularly important for 

disadvantaged pupils to allow them to understand better.  

 

Impact 

The impact of our Religious Education curriculum will be seen through our pupils who are 

able to confidently describe, explain and understand beliefs and practices from Christianity, 

Islam and Hinduism; they will recognise the views of non-religious worldviews. They will 

recognise the diversity that exists between communities and the influence that beliefs have 

on the way that people live their lives. Children will respond to discussion appropriately and 

respectfully and will develop the skills to personally reflect on their own thoughts and 

feelings. They will investigate key concepts and apply these to their own lives and beliefs.  

As subject leader for RE, I will support colleagues to plan collaboratively, providing a well-

thought-out, rigorous long-term plan which provides children with opportunities to regularly 

revisit and build on prior knowledge in order for them to gain a solid understanding of the 

key religions studied at Monkwray Junior School. The Curriculum will encourage children to 

make links between their learning and identify and describe connections then reflect on 

their own lives. For monitoring, I will regularly speak to children, allowing them to share 

their work and demonstrate their knowledge through discussion. 

Assessment  

To assess children’s attainment, formative assessment is used in R.E. to allow children to 

regularly show what they know through warm up challenges, recall, multiple choice 

questions and quizzes and revisiting activities with a particular focus on the new, specialist 

vocabulary they have learnt. The use of formative assessment is crucial in R.E. in order to 

address misconceptions in the moment. As part of the assessment process, reflection 

opportunities will be built in, allowing children to reflect and develop their own ideas and 

feelings relating to concepts such as belonging, forgiveness, community, journeys etc.  

Where appropriate, children will be given an opportunity to draw together their learning in 

an assessment task to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding. If possible, these 

tasks will be shared through display around the school building/local places of worship; 
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shared with parents/the rest of the school/wider community through presentations, 

assemblies, exhibitions and performances.  

At the end of a unit, teachers will use their professional judgement to assess whether the 

child is working below, working at or exceeding based on how well the children have 

demonstrated their grasp of knowledge and skills they have been taught. Teachers will meet 

with the subject leader to discuss judgements and share work.  

 

Withdrawal from R.E. lessons 

Withdrawal In accordance with the Education Acts 1996 and 2002 and DfE ‘Religious Education in 

English Schools: Non-Statutory Guidance 2010’, parents have the right to wholly or partly withdraw 

their child from Religious Education at school. We encourage parents to discuss any concerns with 

the Class teacher or Headteacher. 

 

Monitoring and review 

To ensure that the children of Monkwray Junior School receive quality RE teaching and 

learning, as subject leader I will regularly conduct learning walks, interview children, 

complete book looks and hold discussions and meetings with teachers.  

Monitoring timetable for 2021/2022 

Focus area  Task and Date 
Build up of knowledge–  
To ensure that 
knowledge is being built 
on through the 
organisation of the 
curriculum, well-thought 
out teaching activities 
and recall and recap 
activities.  
 
Assessment –  
 
To use formative and 
summative assessment 
effectively in R.E. 

 September 2021 - Staff meeting to review and discuss 
long term planning, linking themes and prior learning. 
Introduce new assessment.  

 WB 11.10.21 – Book Look and Pupil Interviews 

 WB: 1.11.21 – Monitoring assessment documents and 
tasks 

 WB: 22.11.21 – Teacher discussions about assessment 
judgements 

 WB 31.1.22 – Pupil Questionnaire  

 WB 14.3.22 – Book and IPad Look 

 WB 28.3.22 – Monitoring assessment documents and 
tasks 

 WB 6.6.22 – Ensure skills coverage  

 WB 4.7.22 – Review Action Plan and Audit  

 

Signed 
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Date 

 

 

Appendix 1- Whole School Journey of Religious Education 

Appendix 2- Sequence/progression of Religious Education 

Appendix 3- Action Plan 


