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Aim and PSQM Criteria Observations 

SCIENCE LEADERSHIP AIM: Science subject leadership has been strengthened and developed. 
Science is valued and improved through the development of effective processes for subject leadership. 

SLa 

There is a clear vision for 
science, created and 
implemented by teachers 
and children, through 
principles for teaching and 
learning. 

It is clear that Monkwray Junior school has a clear vision for science with 
principles developed by children and staff. The profile of science has been 
raised as seen by the impact of SL CPD on the learning opportunities 
planned by staff for the children to experience along with the engagement 
of parents and local organisations. 
It is great to see that governors will have their views considered when 
next reviewing the principles – could you also include parents?  

SLb 

Strategic support for subject 
leadership is provided and 
includes: 

• Focussed CPD for subject 
leader 

• Regular release time 
• Resources to facilitate 

development in science. 

PSQM has been a driver for an increase in release time for the SL to drive 
change and to ensure science is seen as a core subject again. There is clear 
evidence of the impact of the CPD attended by the SL this year as seen in 
the support offered to staff and the strategies and resources used to 
develop science within the school. 
Will the SL be given the same amount of release time now that PSQM has 
come to an end/will time still be allowed to continue to build on and 
improve science in the future? 

SLc 

There is a monitoring cycle, 
including pupil voice, that 
informs actions taken and 
the development of science. 

Science has been rigorously monitored through book looks, online 
learning planning looks, a science deep dive and learning display walks. 
Through these monitoring activities a clear view of science teaching and 
learning have been developed and more crucially gaps have been 
identified and plans put in place to develop these areas. There has been a 
response to both whole school issues and individually to specific staff. 

Summary comment for the SCIENCE 
LEADERSHIP AIM 

There is good evidence of the impact of sustained leadership processes to 
monitor and develop science. The next steps are to ensure these 
processed are evaluated and become embedded. 

TEACHING AIM: Science teaching has been strengthened and developed. 
Subject leadership responds to development needs in science teaching. 



Ta 

There is provision and 
signposting of relevant 
internal or external 
professional development 
and support with which staff 
engage. 

The subject leader has been proactive in leading and signposting CPD for 
the whole staff during this year, despite Covid restrictions. Time has also 
been found to support staff 1:1 who required individual mentoring.  This 
has led to an increase in confidence in planning and teaching science 
which has been evident in book looks and the increased use of science 
displays in classrooms.  
The plan to survey staff at the start of next year to further tailor CPD is a 
great idea, along with the plans for further whole school CPD for wider 
ranging strategies to be implemented/improved. 

Tb 

Teachers are supported to 
use a range of effective 
strategies for teaching 
science which challenge and 
support the learning needs of 
all children. 

Science enquiry, outdoor learning, use of electronic resources and 
Explorify have all been introduced this year to support teaching science. 
There is evidence of the impact of these. 
Moving forwards it will be essential to use the monitoring cycle to 
evaluate whether all learners are supported by these strategies. Are there 
some that better support specific groups of learners? Are there gaps 
where additional strategies may be required e.g. concept cartoons? 

Tc 

Resources are audited 
annually, well-organised and 
accessible, so that children 
can regularly and safely use 
appropriate practical and 
digital resources, information 
texts and the outdoor 
environment. 

Increasing the use of digital resources has had a positive impact on 
reluctant readers and those lacking confidence in their literacy skills. This 
is so important as pupils are now able to articulate themselves in science 
lessons without writing being a barrier. Pupils have also had opportunities 
to use the outdoors both at school and during home learning tasks.  
Teachers are clearly planning lesson using other resources too – are these 
in a central location and regularly audited with stocks replenished when 
needed? Does the school use CLEAPSS or the ASE Be Safe book? 

Summary comment for the 
TEACHING AIM: 

The SL has planned and implemented appropriate actions based on the 
needs of the school teaching team and has started to evaluate the impact 
of these. As a result, the post PSQM actions will sustain continued 
improvement of science teaching. 

LEARNING AIM: Science learning has been strengthened and developed. 
Subject leadership develops teachers’ practice. 

La 

Children are taught to use 
different enquiry types to 
answer scientific questions 
about the world around 
them, through the use of 
scientific enquiry skills. 

It is clear from the portfolio that children’s innate scientific curiosity is 
being well supported. Children are developing enquiry skills which is 
impacting on their ability to work with greater independence and enabling 
them to better articulate their scientific skills and knowledge about the 
subject they are learning.  
Plans are also in place to continue to develop and further embed the 5 
types of enquiry next year. 

Lb 

A range of strategies and 
processes for formative, 
summative and statutory 
assessment are used, which 
reflect a shared 
understanding of the 
purposes of assessment in 
science and current best 
practice. 

Understanding of assessment across the whole school is at early stages 
but there are clear next steps planned to further improve this area. It is 
encouraging to see the use of PLAN which has had an impact on teacher 
planning, assessing and confidence in making assessment decisions. TAPS 
is also a great resource for assessment with ideas for formative 
assessment tasks. 
Plans to moderate assessment decisions either using the PLAN exemplars 
or pupil work would further improve confidence in assessment 
judgements and ensure they are robust moving forwards.  

Lc 

Initiatives that encourage all 
children to think that science 
is relevant and important to 
their lives, now and in the 
future, are supported and 
promoted. 

Children are clearly developing their science capital through lessons, 
home learning projects and introductions to a wide variety of scientists. It 
is so important for all pupils to see scientists like them to encourage 
engagement and a sense that they could be scientists too. Home learning 
tasks have engaged parents and siblings which is fantastic – it will be so 
important to ensure this support isn’t lost as children are now back in 
school. The plan for regular science homework projects will be essential in 
continuing parental engagement and support. 



Summary comment for the LEARNING 
AIM: 

It is clear that the subject leader has developed teachers’ practice to meet 
the PSQM Learning aim with appropriate post PSQM actions planned to 
ensure continuation beyond this year. 

WIDER OPPORTUNITES AIM: Science has been enriched. 
Children’s experiences of science are enriched. 

WOa 

Curriculum planning links 
science to other areas of 
learning. 

The links between English and science can be seen through work 
showcased in the portfolio. This has had an impact on the quality of 
vocabulary demonstrated by pupils both in their science work and their 
literacy tasks.  
Mapping curriculum links will definitely be a crucial next step to ensure 
this area is developed further throughout the school. 

WOb 

There is participation in some 
external initiatives, topical 
science events and family 
learning. 

Lockdowns have not impacted on this area of development – rather 
opportunities due to lockdowns have been utilised to work differently 
rather than to allow this area to fall by the wayside. Visitors have been 
incorporated using online communication and parents have been involved 
in creating videos and posting comments on their child’s work. Links have 
been developed and there are exciting plans for next year. 
Once links have been strengthened with the infant school it could be 
useful to contact the local secondary school as often (time permitting) 
they can offer lessons in their labs and/or CPD delivered by subject 
specialists. 

Summary comment for the WIDER 
OPPORTUNITIES AIM: 

There is a strong vision for ways to build upon the work started on this 
aim this year. The subject leader has worked hard to improve the wider 
opportunities on offer for the pupils and other staff are now also 
enthused to lead science clubs. 

 

 

Overall comment  It has been a real pleasure to review your PSQM journey this year. The 
science leadership is confident and enthusiastic, engaging all staff in the 
process. The impact of this on the children is clear with them becoming 
more engaged, enthused and excited not only about the science they are 
currently learning but also about the possibility of becoming scientists in 
the future. 

This submission meets the 
criteria for PSQM  

  

Reviewer’s signature and date 
AFreeman 
01.08.21 
Many congratulations on the enthusiasm generated for science teaching 
and learning, and the excellent way in which it is developing.  The subject 
leaders, and all at Monkwray Junior, should be immensely proud of the 
great science that is now happening across the school, and on their richly 
deserved PSQM. 

Clare Warren 

Senior Regional Hub Leader 

 

 

 

 

 


