
“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  
                                                      Writing at Monkwray Junior School 

At Monkwray Junior School, we follow the Talk for Writing approach which enables children to build skills and confidence to write independently for a variety of audiences and purposes. A key feature is that children internalise the language 

structures needed to write through ‘talking the text’ as well as close reading. The approach moves from dependence towards independence using shared and guided teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively and 

powerfully. 

The Talk4Writing approach moves through different phases as outlined below: 

Have a go – The text type is introduced and children are asked to write in the chosen style. Often, a stimulus/hook is used 

to enthuse and engage the children. From this piece of work, targets are set and planning is adapted and personalised to fit  
                                                                                    the needs of the children,  
 

Imitation Phase – During this stage, children are introduced to and explore a model text. The model text is pitched ambitiously 
with built in transferable structures and language patterns that pupils will need when they are writing. The model text is learned 

using a ‘text map’ and actions to strengthen memory and help students to internalise the text. Vocabulary is taught, modelled  

     and explored. Activities such as drama are used to deepen understanding of the text.  Short-burst writing is used to practise key focus 

areas such as description, persuasion or scientific explanation.  

*Punctuation and vocabulary skills, along with specific features of the chosen text type, are taught on a daily basis from Years 3-6 by 

 the class teacher this could be through SPaG Starters or during the Imitate phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spelling 
We have recently begun the ‘Read, Write Inc’ Spelling programme to apply a whole-school approach to the teaching of spelling. This builds on the approach taken at our feeder infant school where once children 
have finished their Read, Write Inc phonics, they begin the spelling programme. Children are taught spelling through whole class lessons by completing a spelling focus unit. The sequence of activities in every unit 

follow the Read, Write Inc pedagogy, which is based on a continuous cycle of learn something new, practice, consolidate in context then review.  
 

Children are asked to continue practising at home through Spelling Shed which is an app that allows the children to practise the spelling rule.  
 

 

Innovation Phase – Once pupils are familiar with the model text, the teacher leads them into creating their own versions. A new 

subject is presented and the teacher leads them through the planning process using boxed-up planners and planning skeletons. The 

teachers demonstrate how to create simple plans and orally develop ideas prior to writing. Teacher feedback is given throughout the 

lessons as well as opportunities for self, peer and group feedback.  

Once children have completed their first draft and have had opportunities for editing and redrafting, they use their best handwriting or 

word processor to publish their final draft. This final draft is published in their orange continuity books which are passed throughout 

school from Years 3-6. Children really enjoy comparing their work and seeing clearly the progress they have made.  

 



“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  
In Year 3, children will…  

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar  Composition Spelling Handwriting 

• Identify clauses in sentences  
 

• Explore and identify main and subordinate clauses 
in complex sentences  
 
 

• Explore, identify and create complex sentences 
using a range of conjunctions (e.g. when, if because, 
although, while, since,  until, before, after, so.) 
 

• Use the comma to separate clauses in complex 
sentences where the subordinate clause appears 
first, (e.g. Although it was raining, we decided not to 
take our coats.) 
 
 

• Identify, select, generate and effectively use 
prepositions for where (e.g. above, below, beneath, 
within, outside, beyond.) 
 

• Select, generate and effectively use adverbs (e.g. 
suddenly, silently, soon, next, eventually.) 

 

• Use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech  
 
 

• Use perfect form of verbs using have and has to 
indicate a completed action e.g. He has gone out to 
play (present perfect) instead of he went out to play 
(simple past). 
 

• Use the determiner a or an according to whether 
the next word begins with a consonant or vowel 
(e.g. a rock, an open box.) 
 
 

• Explore and collect word families (e.g. medical, 
medicine, medicinal, medic, paramedic, medically to 
extend vocabulary.) 
 

• Explore and collect nouns with prefixes super, anti - 
auto 

Planning 

• Read and analyse narrative, non-fiction and poetry in order to plan 
and write their own versions. 
 

• Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary 
and grammar of narrative, non-fiction and poetry. 
 
 

• Discuss and record ideas for planning using a range of formats, e.g. 
chunking a plot, story maps, flow charts, boxing up 

 
Drafting and Writing 

• Create and develop settings for narrative. 
 

• Create and develop characters for narrative. 
 

• Improvise, create and write dialogue. 
 

• Create and develop plots based on a model. 
 

• Generate and select from vocabulary banks - noun phrases, 
powerful verb s, technical language, synonyms for said appropriate 
to text type. 

 

• Use different sentence structures (see VGP). 
 

• Group related material into paragraphs. 
 

• Use headings and sub headings to organise information. 
 
 
Evaluating and Editing 

• Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 
in own and others’ writing. 

 

• Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small groups. 
 

 

• Improve writing in the light of evaluation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spelling is taught through Read, Write Inc 
Spelling 
 

• The /ɪ / sound spelt y elsewhere 
than at the end of words 
 

• Use further prefixes dis_, mis_, 
re_,in_, im_, anti_,super_, sub_, 
and suffixes _ly, _ous, _ation, and 
understand how to add them. 
 

 

• Words with endings sounding like 
/ʒə/ or /tʃə/ -ture  
 

• Endings which sound like /ʃən/, 
spelt –tion, –sion, –ssion, –cian 

 

• Words with the /k/ c sound spelt 
ch (Greek in origin) 

 
• Words with the /ʃ/ sh sound spelt 

ch (mostly French in origin) 

 

• Homophones and near-
homophones 

 

• Spell words from the Year 3 list 
(selected from the statutory Year 
3/4 word list) 

Form and use the four 
basic handwriting joins. 
 
Write legibly. 



“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  
 In Year 4, children will…  

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar  Composition Spelling Handwriting 

• Create complex sentences with adverb starters (e.g. 
Silently trudging through the snow, Sam made his 
way up the mountain.) 
 

• Use commas to mark clauses in complex sentences. 
 

• Create sentences with fronted adverbials for when 
(e.g. As the clock struck twelve, the soldiers sprang 
into action.) 

 

• Create sentences with fronted adverbials for where 
(e.g. In the distance, a lone wolf howled.) 

 

• Use commas after fronted adverbials. 
 

• Identify, select and use determiners including: 
o - articles: a/an, the   - demonstratives : 

this/that; these/those -possessives:   
my/your/his/her/its/our/their - 
quantifiers: some, any, no, many, much, 
every 

 

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech e.g.  The tour guide 
announced, “Be back here at four o’ clock.” 
 

• Identify, select and effectively use pronouns. 
 

• Use nouns for precision, e.g. burglar rather than 
man, bungalow rather than house. 

 

• Explore, identify, collect and use noun phrases e.g. 
the crumbly cookie with tasty marshmallow pieces. 

 

• Explore, identify and use Standard English verb 
inflections for writing e.g. We were instead of we 
was. I was instead of I were, I did instead of I done. 
She saw it instead of she seen it. 

 

• Use apostrophes for singular and plural possession 
e.g. the dog’s bone and the dogs’ bones. 

Planning 

• Read and analyse narrative, non-fiction and poetry in order to plan 
their own versions. 
 

• Identify and discuss the purpose, audience, structure, vocabulary 
and grammar of narrative, non-fiction and poetry. 

 

• Discuss and record ideas for planning e.g. story mountain, text map, 
non-fiction bridge, story board, boxing-up text types to create a 
plan. 

 
Drafting and Writing 

• Develop settings and characterisation using vocabulary to create 
emphasis, humour, atmosphere, suspense. 

 

• Plan and write an opening paragraph which combines setting and 
character/s. 

 

• Improvise and compose dialogue, demonstrating their 
understanding of Standard and non-Standard English. 

 

• Generate and select from vocabulary banks (e.g. adverbial phrases, 
technical language, persuasive phrases, alliteration.) 

 

• Use different sentence structures (see VGP). 
 

• Use paragraphs to organise writing in fiction and non- fiction texts. 
 

• Use organisational devices in non-fiction writing, (e.g. captions, text 
boxes, diagrams, lists) 

 

• Link ideas across paragraphs using fronted adverbials for when and 
where (e.g. Several hours later…, Back at home…) 

 
Evaluating and Editing 

• Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 
in own and others’ writing. 

 

• Discuss and propose changes with partners and in small groups. 
 

• Improve writing in the light of evaluation. 
 

Spelling is taught through Read, Write Inc 
Spelling 
 

• The short ‘u’ /^/ sound spelt ou. 
 

• Adding the prefixes mis-, auto, 
inter-, il-, un-, mis-, dis-  Adding il- 
and revising un-, in-, mis- and dis 

 

•  (ir-) Adding ir- to words beginning 
with r 
 

• Adding the suffix -ly (to adjectives 
to form adverbs) 
 

• Words with endings sounding like 
/ʒə/ or /tʃə/ -sure 
 

• Words ending in zhun spelt -sion 
 

• The suffix –ous 
 

• Adding the prefix super- , sub- 
 

• Words ending with the /g/ sound 
spelt –gue and the /k/ sound spelt –
que (French in origin) 
 

• Words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 
 

• Words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ei, 
eigh, or ey 
 

• Possessive apostrophe with plural 
words 
 

• Homophones and near-
homophones 
 

• Spell words from the Year 3 list 
(selected from the statutory Year 
3/4 word list) 

Use a joined style 
throughout their 
independent writing. 
 
Write with consistency in 
size and 
proportion of letters, e.g. 
by ensuring that the 
downstrokes of 
letters are parallel and 
equidistant; 
that lines of writing are 
spaced 
sufficiently so that the 
ascenders 
and descenders of letters 
do not 
touch. 



“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  
In Year 5, children will…  

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar  Composition Spelling Handwriting 

• Create complex sentences by using relative clauses 
with relative pronouns who, which, where, whose, 
when, that  

 

• Create complex sentences where the relative 
pronoun is omitted. 

 

• Create and punctuate complex sentences using ed 
opening clauses. 

 

• Create and punctuate complex sentences using -ing 
opening clauses. 

 

• Create and punctuate sentences using simile 
starters. 

 

• Demarcate complex sentences using commas in 
order to clarify meaning. 

 

• Use commas to avoid ambiguity, e.g. ‘Let’s eat 
Grandma.’ and ‘Let’s eat, Grandma. 

 

• Identify and use commas to indicate parenthesis. 
 

• Identify and use brackets to indicate parenthesis. 
 

• Identify and use dashes to indicate parenthesis. 
 

• Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials for 
time, place and numbers.  

• Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph  
 

• Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely. 

 

• Use modal verbs to indicate possibility or certainty 
 

• Explore, collect and use adverbs to indicate degrees 
of possibility 
 

 
 

Planning 

• Identify the audience and purpose. 
 

• Select the appropriate language and structures. 
 

• Use similar writing models. 
 

• Note and develop ideas. 
 

• Draw on reading and research. 
 

• Think how authors develop characters and settings (in books, films and 
performances). 

 
Drafting and Writing 

• Select appropriate structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
 

• Blend action, dialogue and description within and across paragraphs. 
 

• Use different sentence structures with increasing control (see VGP). Use 
devices to build cohesion 
 

• Use organisation and presentational devices e.g. underlining, bullet points, 
headings. 

 
Evaluating and Editing 

• Assess the effectiveness of own and others’ writing in relation to audience 
and purpose. 
 

• Suggest changes to grammar, vocabulary and punctuation to enhance 
effects and clarify meaning. 
 

• Ensure consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing. 
 

• Ensure consistent subject and verb agreement. 
 

• Proofread for spelling and punctuation errors 
 

Spelling is taught through Read, Write Inc 
Spelling 

• Spell some words with ‘silent’ 
letters, e.g. knight, psalm, solemn 
 

• Continue to distinguish between 
homophones and other words 
which are often confused. 

 

• Use knowledge of morphology 
and etymology in spelling and 
understand that the spelling of 
some words needs to be learnt 
specifically, as listed in English 
Appendix 1. 
 

• Use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 
 

• Use a thesaurus. 
 

• Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ 
spelt –cious or –tious. 
 

• Words ending in shul spelt -cial or 
-tial 
 

• Words ending in –ant, –ance/–
ancy, –ent, –ence/–ency. 
 

• Words ending in –able and –ible,  
–ably and –ibly. 
 

• Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 
after c 
 

• Words containing the letter-
string ough 
 

• Spell words from the Year 5 list 
(selected from the statutory Year 
5/6 word list) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Write fluently using 
a joined style as 
appropriate for 
independent writing. 
 
Choose when it is 
appropriate to print 
(lower case or upper 
case) rather than 
to join writing e.g. 
printing for labelling 
a scientific diagram 
or data, filling in a 
form, writing an e 
mail address. 



“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”  
 In Year 6, children will…  

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar  Composition Spelling Handwriting 

• Manipulate sentences to create particular effects. 
 

• Use devices to build cohesion between paragraphs 
in persuasive, discursive and explanatory texts e.g. 
adverbials such as: on the other hand, the opposing 
view, similarly, in contrast, although, additionally, 
another possibility, alternatively, as a consequence. 

• Use devices to build cohesion between paragraphs 
in narrative e.g. adverbials such as: in the 
meantime, meanwhile, in due course, until then. 

• Use ellipsis to link ideas between paragraphs 

• Use repetition of a word or phrase to link ideas 
between paragraphs. 

• Identify and use semi-colons to mark the boundary 
between independent clauses. 

• Investigate and collect a range of synonyms and 
antonyms.  

• Identify the subject and object of a sentence 

• Explore and investigate active and passive. 

• Explore, collect and use examples of the perfect 
form of verbs to mark relationships of time and 
cause e.g. I had eaten lunch when you came (past 
perfect); She has eaten lunch already or I have 
eaten lunch already (present perfect); I will have 
eaten lunch by then (future perfect). 

• Punctuate bullet points consistently 

• Identify and use colons to introduce a list. 

• Identify and use semi-colons within lists. 

• Explore how hyphens can be used to avoid 
ambiguity. 

• Explore, collect and use vocabulary typical of formal 
and informal speech and writing. 

• Explore, collect and use question tags typical of 
informal speech and writing . 

• Explore, collect and use subjunctive forms for 
formal speech and writing. 

 

Planning 

• Select appropriate vocabulary and language effects, appropriate to task, 
audience and purpose, for precision and impact. 

• Select appropriate register for formal and informal purposes, e.g. a speech 
for a debate (formal), dialogue within narrative (formal or informal), text 
message to a friend (informal). 

• Blend action, dialogue and description within sentences and paragraphs to 
convey character and advance the action e.g. Tom stomped into the room, 
flung down his grubby, school bag and announced, through gritted teeth, 
“It’s not fair!" 

• Consciously control the use of different sentence structures for effect. 

• Deviate narrative from linear or chronological sequence e.g. flashbacks, 
simultaneous actions, time-shifts.  

• Combine text-types to create hybrid texts e.g. persuasive speech. 

• Find examples of where authors have broken conventions to achieve specific 
effects and use similar techniques in own writing – e.g. repeated use of ‘and’ 
to convey tedium, one word sentence. 

• Make conscious choices about techniques to engage the reader including 
appropriate tone and style  

• Use active and passive voice to achieve intended effects e.g. formal reports, 
explanations and mystery narrative. 

Drafting and Writing 

• Select appropriate vocabulary and language effects, appropriate to task, 
audience and purpose, for precision and impact. 

• Select appropriate register for formal and informal purposes, e.g. a speech 
for a debate (formal), dialogue within narrative (formal or informal), text 
message to a friend (informal). 

• Blend action, dialogue and description within sentences and paragraphs to 
convey character and advance the action. 

• Consciously control the use of different sentence structures for effect. 

• Deviate narrative from linear or chronological sequence. 

• Find examples of where authors have broken conventions to achieve specific 
effects and use similar techniques in own writing –. 

• Make conscious choices about techniques to engage the reader including 
appropriate tone and style e.g. rhetorical questions, direct address to the 
reader. 

• Use active and passive voice to achieve intended effects e.g. formal reports, 
explanations and mystery narrative. 

Evaluating and Editing 
• Reflect upon the effectiveness of writing in relation to audience and 

purpose, suggesting and making changes to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. 

Spelling is taught through Read, Write Inc 
Spelling 
 

• Spell some words with ‘silent’ 
letters, e.g. knight, psalm, 
solemn. 

• Continue to distinguish between 
homophones and other words 
which are often confused. 

• Use knowledge of morphology 
and etymology in spelling and 
understand that the spelling of 
some words needs to be learnt 
specifically, as listed in English 
Appendix 1. 

• Use dictionaries to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 

• Use a thesaurus. 

• Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words ending in –
fer. 

• Use of the hyphen. 

• Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei 
after c. 

• Words containing the letter-
string ough. 

• Spell words from the Year 5 list 
(selected from the statutory Year 
5/6 word list) 

Write, using a 
joined style, with 
increasing 
speed. 
 
Choose the 
writing implement 
that is best 
suited for a task 
e.g. pencil for 
quick notes, 
handwriting pen 
for letters, marker 
pens for posters. 


