
“Be Brave, Be Bright and Be YOU!”



Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2

Pupils should be taught to:
• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking 

chants and rhymes

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live 
and recorded music

• Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-
related dimensions of music.

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence 
and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, 
organising and manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing 
sounds from aural memory. 

Pupils should be taught to: 
• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and 

playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 
and expression  

• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-
related dimensions of music 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory 

• Use and understand staff and other musical notations 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians 

• Develop an understanding of the history of music.

The music curriculum will be covered through a mixture of First Access Music Tuition, Charanga and the class teacher. All year groups 
will cover the history of music, performance, composition, listening and apprising but to different outcomes. Please see progression 
pages for further details. 



Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Year 3
Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Year 4
Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Year 5
Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Year 6
Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Instrumental tuition 
– Violin 

Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Instrumental tuition 
– Drumming

Charanga is an integrated approach to music where games, the interrelated dimensions of music, singing and playing  instruments are 
linked throughout each unit. Therefore, these areas of the curriculum will be visited on a regular bases and do not need to be specified 
on the learning journey. 

All classes in school to include the following throughout the year. This may be included through First Access Music, Charanga or the class teacher. 

• Performing (singing / instruments)

• Listening 

• Tuned / un-tuned instruments 

• Rhythm & pulse 

• Composing

• Live / recorded music 

• Notation (reading / writing)

• Musical vocabulary

• Appraising

• History of Music

• Music from other culture / traditions 



Prior Notation Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Beat
Duet
Perform
Pitch
Pulse
Repeat
Rhythm
Solo
Tempo
Tune
Volume 

These should be 
covered when 
teaching notation and 
during instrumental 
lessons. 

Notation
Stave
Clef
Treble clef
Bass clef
Notes
Crotchet
Minim
Quaver
Rests
Bars
Semibreve
Chord
Octave
Sharp
Flat

Names of the 
orchestral instruments
Accompaniment
Call and response
Castanets
Chorus
Composer
Conductor
Drone
Duet
Duration
Dynamics
Glockenspiel
Introduction
Lyrics
Melodic phrase
Melody
Orchestra
Orchestration
Ostinato
Riff
Round
Scale
Stepwise movement
Structure
Theme
Unison
Verse
Woodblock
Xylophone

As year 3 plus: 

Adagio
Allegro
Forte
Harmony 
Improvise
Leaping (large intervals 
between notes)
musical style
Pentatonic
Piano (quiet)

Instrument names
relating to periods in 
history. 

As years 3 & 4 plus:

Accent
Bass
Crescendo
Diminuendo
Notation
Texture
Timbre

As years 3, 4 & 5 plus:

Diction
Fortissimo
Interval
Mezzo forte
Mezzo piano
Pianissimo
Syncopation



Skills Map - Music

Year 3 - Music

Performing Composing Appraising

• Do they sing songs from memory with 
increasing expression, accuracy and fluency?

• Do they maintain a simple part within an 
ensemble?

• Do they modulate and control their voice when 
singing and pronounce the words clearly?

• Can they play notes on tuned and un-tuned 
instruments with increasing clarity and 
accuracy?

• Can they improvise (including call and 
response) within a group using the voice?

• Can they collaborate to create a piece of 
music?

• Can they present performances with an 
awareness of the audience?

Listening
• Describe music using appropriate vocabulary.
• Begin to compare different kinds of music. 
• Recognise differences between music of 

different times and cultures. 

• Can they create repeated patterns using a 
range of instruments?

• Can they combine different sounds to create a 
specific mood or feeling?

• Do they understand how the use of tempo can 
provide contrast within a piece of music?

• Can they begin to read and write musical 
notation?

• Can they effectively choose, order, combine 
and control sounds to create different 
textures?

• Can they use silent beats for effect? (rests)
• Can they combine different inter-related 

dimensions of music (e.g. fast / slow, high/low, 
loud/soft) in their composition?

• Can they use musical words (pitch, duration, 
dynamics, tempo) to describe and give their 
opinion on a piece of music?

• Can they evaluate and improve work, 
explaining how it has improved using a success 
criterion?

• Do they know that music can be played or 
listened to for a variety of purposes (including 
different cultures and periods in history)? 

• Are they able to recognise a range of 
instruments by ear?

• Can they internalise the pulse in a piece of 
music?

• Can they identify the features within a piece of 
music?

Year 3 – Greater Depth

• Can they sing / play rhythmic patterns in 
contrasting tempo; keeping to the pulse?

• Can they create accompaniments for melodies?
• Can they compose a simple piece of music that 

they can recall to use again?
• Do they understand metre in 4 beats; then 3 

beats?

• Can they recognise changes in sounds that
move incrementally and more dramatically?

• Can they compare repetition, contrast and 
variation within a piece of music?

Focus on understanding the orchestra and naming instruments. 



Skills Map - Music

Year 4 - Music

Performing Composing Appraising

• Can they perform a simple part of an ensemble 
rhythmically?

• Can they sing songs from memory with 
increasing expression, accuracy and fluency?

• Can they improvise using repeated patterns 
with increasing accuracy and fluency?

Listening
• Describe what they hear using a wider range of 

musical vocabulary.
• Recognise how the inter-related dimensions of 

music are used by composers to create 
different moods and effects.

• Understand the cultural and social meaning of 
lyrics. 

• Appreciate harmonies, drone and ostinato. 
• Explore ways the way in which sounds are 

combined towards certain effects. 
• Understand the relationship between lyrics and 

melody. 

• Can they use notations to record and interpret 
sequences of pitches?

• Can they use notations to record compositions 
in a small group or on their own?

• Can they use notations in performance?

• Can they explain why silence is used in a piece 
of music and say what effect it has?

• Can they start to identify the character of a 
piece of music?

• Can they describe and identify the different 
purposes of music?

• Can they use musical words (pitch, duration, 
timbre, dynamics, tempo) to describe apiece of 
music and composition?

Year 4 – Greater Depth

• Can they use selected pitches simultaneously 
to produce simple harmony?

• Can they explore and use sets of pitches, e.g. 4 
or 5 note scales?

• Can they show how they can use dynamics o 
provide contrast?

• Can they identify how a change in timbre can 
change the effect of a piece of music?



Skills Map - Music

Year 5 - Music

Performing Composing Appraising

• Can they sing and use their understanding of 
meaning to add expression?

• Can they perform ‘by ear’ and from simple 
notation?

• Can they improvise within a group using 
melodic and rhythmic phrases?

• Can they recognise and use basic structural 
forms e.g. rounds, variation, rondo form?

• Can they maintain their part whilst others are 
performing their part?

Listening
• Describe, compare and evaluate different kinds 

of music using an appropriate and broad 
musical vocabulary. 

• Analyse and compare features from a wide 
range of music. 

• Discern and distinguish layers of sound and 
understand their combined effect. 

• Can they begin to use standard notation?
• Can they use their notation to record groups of 

pitches (chords)?
• Can they choose the most appropriate tempo 

for a piece of music?
• Can they use technology to compose music 

which meets a specific criterion?

Listening
• Identify cyclic patterns – verse and chorus, 

coda. 
• Recognise how different inter-related 

dimensions of music are combined and used 
expressively in many different types of music. 

• Can they describe, compare and evaluate music 
using musical vocabulary?

• Can they suggest improvements to their own or 
others work?

• Can they choose the most appropriate tempo 
for a piece of music?

• Can they identify and begin to evaluate the 
features within different pieces of music?

• Can they contrast the work of established 
composers and show preferences?

Year 5 – Greater Depth

• Can they use pitches simultaneously to 
produce harmony by building up simple 
chords?

• Can they devise and play a repeated sequence 
of pitches on a tuned instrument to accompany 
a song?

• Can they identify (and use) how patterns of 
repetitions, contrasts and variations can be 
organised to give structure to a melody, 
rhythm, dynamics and timbre?

• Can they explan how tempo changes the 
character of music?

• Cant hey identify where a gradual change in 
dynamics has helped to shape a phrase of 
music?



Skills Map - Music

Year 6 - Music

Performing Composing Appraising

• Can They begin to sing a harmony part?
• Can they begin to perform using notations?
• Can they take a lead in a performance?
• Can they take a solo part?
• Can they provide rhythmic support?
• Can they perform parts from memory?

Listening
• Evaluate differences in live and recorded 

performances. 
• Consider how one piece of music may be 

interpreted in different ways by different 
performers, sometimes according to venue and 
occasion. 

• Do they recognise that different forms of 
notation serve different purposes?

• Can they combine groups of beats?
• Can they use a variety of different musical 

devices in their compositions? (e.g. melody, 
rhythm and chords)

• Can they refine and improve their work?
• Can they evaluate how the venue, occasion and 

purpose affects the way a piece of music is 
created?

• Can they compare and contrast the impact that 
different composers from different times will 
have had on the people of the time?

• Can they analyse features within different 
pieces of music?

Year 6 – Greater Depth

• Can they perform a piece of music which 
contains two (or more) distinct melodic or 
rhythmic parts, knowing how the parts will fit 
together?

• Can they show how a small change of tempo 
can make a piece of music more effective?

• Do they use the full range of chromatic pitches 
to build up chords, melodic lines and bass 
lines?

• Can they appraise the introductions, interludes 
and ending for songs and compositions they 
have created?



Period Composers Examples Year group 

Renaissance 
1400-1600

Josuin des Prez
Claudio Monteverdi
Thomas Tallis

1473 – First printed sheet music
1555 – modern violin invented

3

Baroque 
1600-1750

Antonio Vivaldi
George Frederick Handel
Johann Sebastian Bach
Henry Purcell

1732 – Theatre Royal opened in London 4

Classical 
1750-1820

Ludwig van Beethoven
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Joseph Haydn
Schubert

1791 - Waltz becomes fashionable
1788 – Auld Lang Syne is written

4

Romantic 
1820-1900

Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky
Frederic Chopin
Robert Schumann
Edward Elgar
Felix Mendelssohn

1822 – Royal Academy of Music in London is founded
1840 – Invention of the saxophone
1871 – Royal Albert Hall is opened
1877 – Thomas Edison invents the phonograph for 
recording music. 

5

Modern 
1890-1960

George Gershwin
Duke Ellington
Leonard Bernstein
John Williams
Unsuk Chin
Benjamin Britten
Claude Debussy

Music Styles through the 20th Century
Late 1800 – Jazz
1920 – Big Band
1960 – Soul
1940 – Rock& roll
1960 – Pop
!960/70 – Funk
1970 – Disco
1970 – Hip hop
1980 – Indie
1980 – RnB

5

Contemporary 
1960-Present

6 

Period to be introduced in the year group stated but recapped in others. Periods to be compared and similarities and differences to be stated. See 
additional handout for examples of music for each period.  




