
Policy on First Aid and Medicines in school 

  
With the growing number of children who bring medicine and inhalers into school, we 
have a school policy concerning medicine, to ensure that problems, which could arise, 
are minimised. 
  
Only medicine that has been prescribed by a doctor, clearly named, dated with 
appropriate instructions, will be administered in school.  Medicine which has to be 
taken 3 times a day, or less frequently, can be administered at home and need not be 
sent into school. 
  
Parents of children who have been prescribed medicine to be taken 4 times a day, are 
welcome to come into school at lunchtime to administer.  If this is not feasible, 
staff will assist.  Any member of staff who prefers not to administer medicine 
should send the child and medicine to Mrs Banks.  We have a procedure for 
recording each occasion when medication is administered. 
  
If required,  a letter explaining our policy on medicines will be sent to 
parents.  Parents of children who suffer from epilepsy, asthmatic conditions, heart 
or dermatitis problems should inform school of medication and appropriate steps to 
take. The Head Teacher will inform all members of staff of any child who suffers 
from epilepsy. 
  
INHALERS IN SCHOOL 
  
At present we have a significant number of children in school who have been 
prescribed with inhalers.  In some cases, doctors have advised children to carry their 
inhalers in pockets etc.  For most children, however, it is adequate if their inhalers 
are kept in the classroom.  Inhalers should have the child’s name on – clearly written 
so that identical inhalers are easy to identify.  They should be kept in a special tray 
or box in an unlocked cupboard and it should be made quite clear to the rest of the 
class that access to the tray is for those children on inhalers only.  Teachers should 
remind children that it is their responsibility to remember to take their inhalers when 
appropriate and to bring refills into school when needed.  However, staff should try 
to ensure that inhalers are always taken on school trips and if appropriate, before, 
during or after exercise.  All asthmatic children in school are, in fact, able to 
administer their own inhalers. 
  
All asthmatic children are issued with a school asthma card which parents are asked 
to complete.  The information on this card tells us the regular treatment to be 
taken in school time and relief treatment when needed.  Parents are asked to 
update the information if the treatment is changed. 
  
All staff have been issued with a guide for teachers entitled ‘Asthma at School’ and 
‘Dealing with an Asthma Attack’ and have had training from the School Nurse. 
  
PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
  
As this is not currently provided by the County Council, it is important, I feel, that 
parents are aware of the position relating to accidents which from time to time occur 



in school.  The Education Committee made their position clear in a statement 
received in school. 
  
‘Some parents wrongly assume that if a child is injured at school, the County Council 
is held to be responsible regardless of the circumstances and that its insurance will 
automatically apply.  This is not so – the County Council’s responsibility is strictly 
limited to cases where there was negligence by them or their staff.  Accidents can 
happen in school, on the sports field, or during school visits, when the County Council 
or its staff are not in any way at fault and are, therefore, not responsible. 
  
The provision of personal accident insurance is considered to be the responsibility of 
parents.  Parents who are interested in this form of insurance can contact their local 
insurance broker but they may be interested to know that the National Confederation 
of Parent Teacher Associations has arranged a suitable policy.  It provides for 
substantial compensation in the event of a disabling injury, regardless of how or 
when caused.  If applying by post, please enclose a stamped addressed envelope’. 
 
	


